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ERA TION Tolerated: - "” 


1. + 
A late Learned Billiops Opinion concerning Toleration of Religion. 
With ſome brief Obſervations thereon, 
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IS agreat Fault that Men 
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1 Chriſtians, þy the Names 
+ of ſeveral Religions. 
The Religion of JESUS CHRIST is the 
Form cf found Doctrine and wholeſome 
Words, which is fet down in Scripture 
indefinitely ; aQually conyeyed- to us by 
plain Places, and ſeparated as for the Qne- 
ſtion of Nee-fſary or net 2 by the 
Symbol of the Apoſtles. Thoſe /mperrinen- 
cir which the Wantonneſs and Vanity of ſome 
Men, the Peviſbneſs and AMoroſeneſs of othery, 
have Commenced, which their Intereſt have 
promoted; which ſefve not Truth ſo much 
as their own Ends, are far from being diſtimet 
Religions; for matters of Opinions are no 
part of the Worſhip of God, nor in Order 
to it, but as they promote Obedience to his 
Commandments; and when they contribute 
towards it, are-in that Proportion, as they 
contrihute Parts and Actians, and minute 
particulars. of that Religion they do or 
Fretend to ſerxe. And ſuch are all the Sefts 
and Pretangys of christiane, bot Pietes and 
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Here preſent thee with the Opinion of 4 Dead * Bi 
are Untoward, 4xd will not Speak ; «nd indeed, | 
not only the Dead, but the very Stones won ſpeak, in ſuch a Fuſt and Regh. 
teous C anſe as is that of His Majeftys : But I will not further detain thee, only Whether 
x" thee to obſerve with me, the greet Differ 
other Ends to ſerve, but thoſe of Trath and Chriſtianity, aud „ | 
juſtly ſuſpected to have 4 great many little provage and particular ends of b 
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Minutes of Chriſtianity, if they do ſerve 
the Great End, as every Man tor his o 
Set and Intereſt, believes for his ſhare it 


doth. 
Secondly, TOLERATION hatha doi 


ble Sence or Purpoſe; for lometimes by ic, 
Men unde?ſtend a publick Licence and Exer- 
ciſe of a Sect; ſomerimes it is om an in- 
dempnity of the Perſons, privarcly. to Con- 
vene, and to Opine as they ſeg 
as they mean to anſwer to "Wh 
theſe are very much to the ſome- 
ar — Perſons b- 4 1 — 
be ſcandaliz t 1s 
bound to do, * is bond ©. Sarkile 
To God it isall one; for Abſtracting a 
the Offence of Perſons, which is to: be con- 
ſidered, juſt as our Obligation ia to cent 
400 40; The is alf _ r we lr 
to them ro mee or PFIvVate= 
which,” we are not per ſchadedi ti 
_ . To God if is juſt d mitte 
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3- nor cn it concern” any thing but 
er of Scandal, and Relation to the 
Minds and · Fanta ſies af certain Perſons. 
Thirdly, So that to Tolerate, is not to 
Per ſecute. And the Queſt ion H hether the 
Prince. may. Tolerate divers Per ſwaſiont, is no 
more, than Whether he may lamfully Perſe- 
eue any Man for not being of his Opinion, 
Now in this Caſe, He is juft ſo to Tolerate 
Diverſi y of Perſwaſions, as he is to Tole- 
rate publick Actions; for no Opinion is Ju- 
dicable, nor no Perſon Puniſhable but for a 
Sin; and if ns po by reaſon of its 
Managing, er its Effect, be a Sin in it ſelf, 


el. 
or becomes a Sin to the Perſon, then as: he 
is to do towards other Sins, ſo to that O- 
jinion, or Man ſo Opining. But to believe 
or not, fo, when there is no more but 
r believing, is not in his Power to en- 
n, thercfore not to puniſh: And it is not 
only lawfut to Toler:te diſagreeing perſu aſi- 
ons. but the Authority of God only is com- 
petent to take Notice of it, and infallible 
to Determinate it, and fit to Judge; and 
thercfore no Hunane Authority is ſuffici- 
ent to : do all thoſe things, which can juſtiſie 
the Inflicting Temporal Puniſhnents upon 
fuch as do not Conform in their Perfwaſions, 
to 2 Rule or Authority, which is not only 
fallihle, but ſuppoſed by the diſagreeing 
Per ſons to be actually deceived. 

F:uritkly, Bat I conſider in the « oleration 
of a differing Opinion; Religion is not pro- 
perly and immediately concerned, ſo as in 
any Degree to he indangered: For it may 
be ſafe in Diverſity of Perſwaſions, and it's 
alſo a part of Cſiriſtian Religion. that the 
Liberty of mens Conſciences ſhould be pre- 
ferved in all things, where God hath not 
fer'a Lim, and made a Reſtraint; that 
the Soul of Man ſhould be free, and acknow- 
ledge no Mifter but Jeſus Chriſt; that Mat- 
tets Spiritnat, ſhould: not be reſtrained by 
Paniſnments Corporal; that the ſame Meek- 


net and Charity, ſhould be preſerved: in 


ſpauld not 


the Promotion of Chriſtianity, that gave 
ic 4 ation, and om 2 
in Hublication; 'that , Concluſions 

* Dogmpetical; than the 


© virtual Reſolution and Efficacy of the pre- 


miſes ; and that the Perſons ſhould not be 
more certainly Condemned, than their Opi- 
nions Confuted; and laſtly, that the Infic- 
mities of Men, and Difficulties of Things, 


| ſhould be both put in Ball.nce, to make A- 


batement in the Definitive Sentence againſt 
Mens Perſons. But then, becauſe Tele ration 
of Opinions is not properly a Queſtion of 
Religion, it may be a Queſtion of Policy: 
And although a Man may be a good Chri- 
ſtian, though he believe an Error not Fun- 
damental, and not directly or evidently Im- 
pious; yet his Opinion may accidentally di- 
ſcurb the publick Peafe, through the: Over- 
aCtiveneſs of the Perſon, and Confidence of 
their Belief, and the Opinion of its Appen- 
dant Necc ſſity; ard therefore Telr ation cf 
differing Perſwaſions in theſe Caſcs. is to be 
conſidered upon Political Grounds; and is 
Jult ſo to be permitted or denied, as the Oxi- 
nior.s or Tolerations of them may conſiſt wich 
the publick and neceſſary Ends of Govern- 
ment. Only this: As Chriſtian Princes muſt 


look to the [ntereſt of their Government, ſo 


eſpecially muſt they look to the Intereſts of 
Cbriſtia nity, and not call every Redargution 
or modeſt Diſcovery of an Eſtabliſned Error, 
by the Name of the Diſturbance of the Peace. 
For it is very like, that the Peeviſhneſs and 
Impaticn'e of Contradiction in the Gover- 
nours, may break the Peace: Let them re- 
member the Gentleneſs of Chriſtianity, 2nd 
the Liberty of Conſciences which ovght to 
be preſerved; and let them do Juſtice to the 
Perſons, whoever they are, that are.peeviſh, 
provided no Man's Perſon be over-born by 
Prejudice: For if it be neceſſary for all Men 
to ſubſcribe to the preſent Eſtabliſhed Religi- 
on, by the ſame Reaſon, at another time z man 
may be bound to. ſubſcribe to the Contradi- 
ory, and ſo to all the Religions in the World : 
And they only who by their too much Confi- 
dence, intitle God to all their Fancies, and 
m+ke them to be Queſtions of Religion, and 
Evidences for Heaven, or Conſignations to 
Hell, they only think this Doctrine Unrea- 
ſonable; and they are the Men that firſt 
iſturb the Churches peace, and then think 


there is no appeaſing the Fumult, but by get- ;; 
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things wiſely, underſtand, that ſince Salvati- 
on and Damnation depends not upon Imper- 
tinencies, and yet that Peace and Publick 
Tranquility may; the Prince in this caſe is 
to (eek how to ſecure the Government, and the 
Iſſues and Intentions of that, while there is in 
theſe caſes ditectly no Inſecurity to Religion, 
unleſs by the accidental Uncharitablncſs of 
them that Diſpute. Which Uanchiritable- 
neſs is alſo much preven:ed hen the Publick 
Peace is ſecured ; and ro perſon is on either 
ſide ingaged upon Revenge, or troubled with 
Diſgrace, or vexed with Puniſhments by any 
Decretory Sentence 2gainſt him. 

t was a Wiſe ſaying of a Stateſman (7 hu- 
ara | mean) Herctici qui pice data factieni- 
but Scir.duntur, Perſecutione uniuntur contra 
Rempublicam. lf you Perſecute Herct chi or 
D ſcrepants, they Unite themſelves as to a 
Common Defence : If you permit them, they 
divide themſelves upon Private Inc reſt 5 and 
the rather, if this Intreſt was the Ingredieit 
of the Opinion. 

Fifth'y, The ſum is this, It concerns the 
Duty of a Prince, becavle it concerns the Ho- 
nour of God, that all Vices, and every part 
of Ill- life, be Diſcountenanccd and Reſtrained; 
and therefore in Relation to that, Opinions 
are to be dealt with; for the Underitanding 
being to direct the Will, and Opinions to 
guide our Practices, they are Conſiderable 
only as they teach Impigy and Vice, :s they 
either Dithonour God, or Diſobey Him. 
Now all ſuch Doctcines are to be condemned; 
but for the Perſons Preaching ſuch Doctrine, 
if they neither juſtifte nor approve the pre- 
tended Conſequences , which are certainly 
Impious, they are to be ſeparated from that 
Conſideration ; but if they know ſuch Conſe- 

uences, and allow them, or if they do not 
ay till the Docttines produce Impiety, but 
take Sin be fore hand, and manage them Im- 
piovſly in any ſence; or if either themſelves 
or their Doctcine do Really, and without 
Colour or ſeigned Pretence, duſturb the Pub- 
lick Peace ard Juſt latreſts, they are not to 
be ſuffered. In all other Ciſes *cis not only 
Lawfol to permit them, but it is alſo neceſſa- 
1, that Princes, and all in Authority, ſnould 
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Perſecute Diſcrepant Opinions. And in ſuch 
Caſes, wherein Perſons not otherwiſe incom- - 
petent, are bound to reprove an Error (4 
they are in many.) In all theſe, if the prince 
make reſtraiat, he hinders men from doing 
their Duty, and from Oteying the the Laws 
of Feſw Chriſt. LSo fur that Learned Biſhop-J 


Ere this Learned and great Man (whom [ 
H think 1 may ſafely p. onounce oe of the 
greateſt Ornaments which the Eng lh Church 
or Nation ever had) does not in the leaſt Scru- 
ple or Object agaiaſt His Majeſty's Diſpenſing 
power, in Toletating differing Opinions in 
Religion; and \..ith that Religion is not pro- 
per lj concerned in the queſtion, ſo as in any 
degree to be indangered; and that it may be 
Cafe in diverſity of Perſw2ftons, and that it 
is rather a queltion cf Policy then Religion: 
Nay, he is ſo far from ſaying the Prince my 
Tolerate, that he ſ:ith he 2 f, and leaves it 
not in his cholce or power to Chooſe, and 
very fairly and c:indidly ems rightly to ſtate 
and dete mine the preſent Contioverſi s , ir 
giving to Cæſar, the things th. it are Cæſars, ard 
to God, the things tht are God's. He ſets the 
Prince on his Throne, and makes it his Pro- 
vince to look after Peace, and to take ſuch 
Meaſures which may [:cure the Government, 
and puts it out of his Poxec to be concerned 
with Men's Conſciences. This he very juſtly 
leaves to the Man gery and Conde of tte 
Great God; And tow far His Majeſty's 
Judgment docs quadrate wich this Great 
Man's, | ſh) here rie fly ſet down. For, 

Coming to the Crown of his Anceſtors, he 
preſently found himſelf ro be the Head of a 
divided Body; and that all his Subjects were 
a Diſtut bed and Centerding People, divided 
into many differing Sects and Factions; and 
that having had ſeveral Educations, they had 
ſeveral Conſcienges; he found alſo every Sect 
and Pai ty fizrccly carry ing on their own little 
particular latreſts ; and like Sea- men, every 
one praying for a Wind to carry their em 
Veſſel out of the Haven, though the ſame. 
Wind kept their Nei hbours Veſſel in the 
Port, ot ĩt may be ſunk or cverturnꝰd it: Theſe 
things he wiſely conſidered, ard thooght that 
he had as good be a Soveraigp N _" 
Sover ain. Kine yer [ ch . = 
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made it his buſineſs to look into the Cauſesof a 


fach great Diſoruer, and found that their 
. and Animoſities were about the things 
of another World; about Truth and Falſhood, 
Heaven and Hell: And ſhould a people be- 
lieving in ſuch things be diſturbed in their 
Methods, which. they thong lt moſt ſuitable, 
and proper to 
other, He thoight {and that with great 
reaſon) His Kingdom here woald be vcry 
Troubleſome and Urezfie ; therefore ſeeing 
them all Fierce and E ger. and that they 
would all be Judges in their own Cavſe, He 
undertook to decide their Differences, and 
to judge for them, not as to matter of Truth, 
but as to matter of Peace ; and like a Wiſe 
Chymiſt, ſeeing] their Diffecences principal- 
ly roſe from the Mixture and Confuſion of 
of a-He*erogenial Nature, he ſepa- 

the one ſom the other, the Spiritual 


wier from the T/eral; left the Spiri tual 


od and themſelves, to whom they moſt 
ag; and took rhe (ro Ayr 
Right, I due to Himſclf 
Wo — de os, 1 bevige pale 
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Ir ple, vir r the 22 
rs at once;* that all their. Re ſpedt ive 
Veffols may Sait together, and none may ever 
Went aWindee } | out at his pleaſure, One 
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we find they ar ot: And indeed, if we con- 
Laer -mgre narrowly, we cannot in 
. 1 * for things being 
. * and growing, if we 
e n nel be ripe, we ſhall find 

but a ue and Unſavoury Taſte : 


been a Diſeaſe a 
nent, and now jt 
wvaſs'd into, and fearch 
in Cy makes ſome men love the 
der M the Remed and rather 
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ele Noiſe about their Ears; 
here an old rotten Houſe 
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Nada, the Wit of 
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tain the one, or avoid the 


"would think thy ſhould all be ſatisfied ; but 
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o fall on their Heads) 
ded on 9 Rock, 


h al be never be 


POSTSCRIPT. 
READER, 
Onſcience, which bas been long loſt by ſome 

Gentlemen, being lately found in a Paper 
of Reaſons / bave juſt now Read ( which may be 
c Conſcientia Rediviva) / dare now let thes 
know, that the real e auſe of my Publiſhing this 
Paper was my Conic:ence. I think really in my 
Conſcience, that His Majeſty is bearty and 
ſincere in what he prepoſes, and deſigns nothing 
but the Good of all His Subjebts in general ; and 
that it is the Duty of cuery Man to Contribute 
ſomething towords making ſuch a Settlement as 
be dcfires And I think I have very good Rea- 
ſon for this my Conſcience; and ſo J think might 
all others, would they but confider things $ impar- 
really. And ſinee I am get upon the by uſineſ's of 
Conſcience, / find there are ſeveral Conſcien- 
ces in the Nation There is His Majeſties Con- 
ſcience, the Biſbops Conſcience, «nd the Con- 
ſciences of all the ſeutral Seits and Diviſions of 
Chriſtians nes. . Now 1 fo not E xa- 
mine how Uncanſcionable ſome 475 theſe Conſci- 
ences may be, nor how , came by” ſuch their 


n e e but how ( * poſſible ) 
146 ce, 
e — Adauners e e. 
* | Conſcience be firſt ſus icſicd; nay tis 4 
too: And if men would but be 

4 5 conf y things as they ought, and had 
32 Conſciences ſbould be 


Riſk, rey they would begin bere 22 and ſo re- 
cencile ** Iatreſt; for m litt ing Hie 
Majeſty to haue 9 they realy ſe. 
cure therr on; fer i His Maj * s Conici- 
ence, that al 1 e ſatufied, 
and that none ſha]t be 4e in any Way or 


—_ they ſhalt chooſe to obtain Eternal Life, 
ecare a Manſion in another World : But then 


& not His Conſcience, ther 2 ſhould ba ve 
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power to or Kain Innocent 


5,07 be Indulged in 4 Liberty to chooſe 
Irregular Met the y pleaſe i in obt a 


Men know, de very much afr a 
« Hu Majeſty"s 2 

bis perſwaſion; «nd they conld wills 
te the ane, ſo they — be Excagiedfe 
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